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completely relieved in the course of the Inight, nd the tenderness considerably less-
ened, but the swelling had increased. The 

’’

bolus wasnow given every fourth hour, and
a dose of ol. ricini at similar intervals, till
the bowels were moved. On the 23d, the
pain and tenderness were quite gone, and
the secretion of milk had returned, but the
abdomen continued much enlarged; the
bolus was now given every sixth hour.
After this the swelling gradually subsided,
and the patient slowly recovered ; the bo-
luses were continued at bed-time for four
nights loner.

N. C., &aelig;tat. 30, of delicate constitution,
first seen, January 12, seven days after her
confinement. She complained of great
pain in the abdomen, which was enlarged
and very tender; the pain had frequent
exacerbations ; she had vomited occasion-
ally during the day ; the bowels were con-
ined; the lochia and milk suppressed ; the
pulse small, quick, and feeble, with great
thirst and restlessness.’ The treatment was
thesame as in thelastcase, with the exception
ef the bleeding ; the pain, sickness, tender-
ness, and swelling, were removed equally
sma; the opiate was omitted on the third
day, a laxative draught given, and she very
speedily regained her usual health. In this
form of the disease, the author observes,
It is an invariable rule with me never to

bleed, except when the patient is of a ple.
thoric habit, has not had much haemorrhage,
and the symptoms are violent, by this the
re:overy has never been retarded ; the
strength of the patient has been saved, and
the milk preserved in its most nutritious
state for the benefit of the infant: -p. 87.

S. S., stat. 10, first visited July 1, had
suffered fourteen hours from violent pain in
the abdomen, with frequent vomiting of
green watery fluid mixed with bile; the
abdomen was swelled and very tender,
especially on the left side ; there was great
thirst, and anxiety of countenance ; ischuria,
nd a small quick pulse. An enema, con-

taicmg nnct, opii. m. 40, instantly relieved
the pain and vomiting, but, to prevent their
return, was repeated in the evening, and
leeches were applied to the most tender
part; the warm fomentation, cold drinks,
&c,, were employed, as in the former cases,
and, on the 5th, he was nearly recovered.

it a case of ileus, with excessive pain and
vercoraceous vomiting, an enema, with
tract. opii, yj., afforded almost instantane-
oas relief ; and the patient, a female, xtat.

perfectly recovered within a short time,
though the tenderness remained for several
days.
These cases, though not quite so com-

plete u might be wished, will perhaps be

sufficient to illustrate the author’s method
of treatment, which, though certainly not
wholly new, having been partially recom-
mended by Vogel, and some other writers,
is certainly well deserving of attention, as
being not only more efficacious, but much
less debilitating and injurious to the consti-
tution, than any of those at present employ-
ed ; and Mr. Bates will be entitled to no
slight measure of gratitude from the pro-
fession and the public, if the practice shall
be found to succeed as well in the hands of
others as in his own; we say if, because,
although there seems to be no reason to

doubt the truth of his statements, still it has
been the case but too often, that remedies,
highly praised by one individual, apparently
with good reason, have subsequently proved
inefficacious, and fallen into disuse.
We have now only a few words to say on

the theory, by which the author endeavours
to explain the effect of opium in relieving
inflammation. His reasoning is not very clear
nor conclusive; but the phenomena of metas-
tasis, on which he particularly dwells, and
the fact of -pain preceding the other symp-
toms of inflammation, render it not alto-

gether improbable, that inflammation de-

pends on irritation of the nerves, and will
begin to subside as soon as that has been
removed, whether by the use of opiates, or
, otherwise. ,

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.

STRANGULATED SCROTAL HERNIA.

WILLIAM BAMFORD, aged 50, was ad-’
mitted into Luke’s Ward, on the 14th Octo-
ber, soon after midnight, with symptoms of
strangulated hernia. From his statement it
appears, that the portion of intestine had
descended into the scrotum at about ten
o’clock on the preceding morning. He was
walking at the time, and cannot assign any
other cause for its descent. He was im-

mediately carried to his home (from which
he was about half a mile distant), and re-

’ mained without professional advice, and

consequently without any attempt at reduc-
. tion, until the symptoms became very urgent;
namely, vomiting, acute pain, and sensation
of constriction across the upper part of the
abdomen, with extreme restlessness, and
pain and tenderness in the tumour. He was

bled by the dresser soon after admission,
and again when visited by the surgeon (Mr.
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Green) at about three A.M., the taxis hav-
ing been applied without success for a con-
siderable time before and after each vene-
section, in the first instance by the dresser,
and subsequently by Mr. Green himself;
accordingly, all other means failing to reduce
the swelling, and the patient’s consent hav-
ing been previously obtained, an operation
was performed at about five A.M., and the
intestine returned into the abdomen, after
which he was directed to take three grains
of calomel and a fourth part of a grain of
opium every four hours; thirty leeches to
be applied to the abdomen. The leeches

being removed, the bleeding was encou-
raged with warm water for some time, and
afterwards a piece of dry lint was placed on
the sores, and flannels, wrung out of hot
water, were then kept constantly applied
over the whole abdomen for upwards of two
hours, from which he experienced consider-
able relief.

15. No pain, and but little tenderness of
the abdomen, and wound easy ; bowels not
open since the operation ; tongue slightly
furred, moist; pulse 60, full, but compress-
ible. Slept a little during the night. Pill
to be taken every six hours. Beef tea.

16. Had a dose of castor oil last evening,
which elicited three or four alvine evacua-
tions. No pain or tenderness; mouth sore.
Arrow-root. Omit pills ; gargle, of the solu-
tion ofchlor. of soda.

17. Mouth very sore from mercury, which
he says prevents him from sleeping. No pain
or tenderness of abdomen; pulse irregular,
varying from 57 to about 72 in the minute,
full and soft. Tongue coated from mercury ;
bowels open ; appetite tolerable.

20. Mouth not quite so sore ; no pain or
tenderness in abdomen ; bowels open from
castor oil; pulse full and soft, varying from
74 to about 87 ; sleeps better. Wound has
been dressed, looks healthy, and is cicatriz.
ing. Castor oil, half an ounce, when re-
quired. ’

22. Bowels have not been opened since
last report. Continues free from pain and
tenderness ; tongue furred, yellowish brown ;
pulse still irregular, varying from 78 to 90.
Takes for food, beef-tea and arrow-root,
with bread sopped in tea.

23. Much the same.

7H/M.!. of roses, an ounce and a half;
Sulphate of magnesia, a drachm three

times a day.
24. Bowels not open since 20th ; mouth

not so sore ; tongue less furred ; free from
pain ; sleeps tolerably; pulse more regular,
medium number 76.

25. Has had two motions; no pain or
tenderness.

30. Bowels have been kept open since
last report, by occasional doses of castor oil.

Mouth nearly well; tongue cleaner; appe.
tite good; sleeps well. Pulse 68, regular,
not so full. The wound is now dressed with
adhesive plaster daily, and is nearly well.
All other medicines are discontinued.
Nov. 7. Nearly convalescent. A pint of

porter daily.

LITHOTOMY ON A BOY.

On Friday, Oct. 30th, Mr. Green per.
formed the operation of lithotomy on a toler.
ably healthy-looking boy, about twelve yeats
of age, who had been admitted into the hos.
pital for that purpose on the 22d of October,
having laboured under symptoms of stone in
the bladder for several years previously.
The operation was performed with the cut.
ting gorget, in Mr. Green’s usual manner.
The stone was readily grasped by the for.
ceps, but there was apparently considerable
difficulty in accomplishing its extraction,
from the comparative smallness of the open.
ing to the size of the calculus; however,
this was effected in ten minutes, by moving
the handles of the forceps in different direc.
tions, and gently pulling at the same time,
so as gradually to dilate the opening. The
stone was of the mulberry kind, covered

externally by a layer of the phosphates, and
about the size of a small walnut, the points
being exceedingly rough and sharp. The
patient was then removed to his bed, in
Isaac’s small ward, and the camomile hags
ordered to be applied to the abdomen.

[Mr. Bransby Cooper entered the theatre
just before the commencement of this opera-
tion, and took his station at the back of the
table, but went out again immediately, seve.
ral of the pupils having expressed their dis-
approbation of his presence by hisses, as

they would rather have his room than his
company at this hospital. His behaviour in
the lecturing theatre, at Guy’s, on occasion
of Mr. Key’s ample and courteous expla-
nation of his broken promises, has pretty

well settled his character in the eyes of
the gentlemen of St. Thomas’s.]
, 31. The patient is quite free from pain,
or tenderness, over the abdomen ; pulse 120,
, rather full, but soft; there is no indication
of febrile excitement; tongue clean; feels
no pain in the wound, except a smarting at
the time of the passage of the urine. Camo.
mile bags still applied.

Nov. 2. Continues, in every respect, doing
well ; bowels open from a dose of castor oil;

) pulse less frequent; says he is hungry.
Mr. Green stated, at the bed-side of the pa
, tient, that, in this operation, he might have
done mischief in two ways : 1st, by making

ruse of what Dr. 1-faighton called a porter-
like force," thereby bruising the parts, in

. consequence of which sloughing would hate

. ensued; 2dly, in case he had dilated the



291

opening, there would probably have been
extravasation of urine between the bladder
and rectum, either of which circumstances
he would have greatly deplored.

After the removal of the former patient,
a middle-aged man was placed on the table,
for the purpose of undergoing an operation
for stone; but Mr. Green and Mr. Tyrrell
bting unable to pass the staff after repeated
efforts, the man was removed, although ex-
tumelv anxious that the operation should
be performed,
Mr. Green explained that the man had

iarmerlv had a stricture, and he (Mr. Green)
supposed a false passage had been made in
attempting to pass a catheter.

ENCYSTED TUMOUR OF THE SPERMATIC
CHORD.

Mr. Green afterwards attempted to ex-
tract a small encysted tumour from the
spermatic chord of a boy fifteen years of
age, A longitudinal incision was first made,
tNMing the tumour from above downwards,
merely dividing the integuments ; he then,
in attempting to dissect it out, accidentally
cut into the sac, and its contents (a watery
fluid) of course escaped ; afterwards, whilst
attempting to separate it from the chord, it
escaped into the scrotum, and the boy was
taten to bed.
Mr. Green observed that, from the loose-

ness of its attachment to the spermatic chord,
he had attempted its removal; but by one of
the exertions of the patient, it had been
drawn within the scrotum, and he did not
think it worth while to enlarge the opening
to get at it again ; but it was probable the
sac might become obliterated ; however,
should it fill again, it could be easily re-
moved at a future time.
The last operation was for hydrocele, but

the patient was merely tapped. Mr. Green

remarking, that the man was labouring
ader several other diseases, which would
render it imprudent to inject the scrotum.

DISEASE OF THE TONGUE.

Patrick Granney, a man of unhealthy
appearance, 26 years of age, by trade a stone-
mason, was admitted into Henry’s ward,
No. 6, on the 15th of October, under the
me of Mr. Tyrrell, with enlargement and
induration of the right half of the tongue,
attended by much pain, and with irregular,
unhealthy-looking ulcers on the upper sur-
face, of an indotent nature, the largest
about the size of the disk of a shilling. The
account the patient gives of its origin and
Ptj7Tess, is, that about four months ago, a
small pimple made its appearance on the
dorsum of the tongue, about an inch from
i.i 4 apex, on the right side ; which becoming

gradually enlarged, the whole substance of
that side became hard and thickened; even-
tually, a small ulcer formed on it, when he
says he applied to a "quackdoctor" in White-
chapel, who dosed him with mercury, which
was pushed on to severe ptyalism ; under
this treatment, the ulcer that had first ap-
peared, increased in size, and several others
were formed nearer the root. Finding the
disease become worse, he soon after applied
for admission at the hospital. The tender-
ness and increased size of the organ on the
affected side, causes some (though not very
considerable) difficulty in swallowing, and
a somewhat indistinct articulation.
He was visited by Mr. Tyrrell, on the day

after his admission, and ordered to take one
grain of calomel and half a grain of opium
every night and morning.
Compound decoction of sarsaparilla three

times a day, with an occasional dose of house
medicine, and to gargle the mouth frequent-
fly, with a wash composed of one part of the
solution of chloride of soda to seven parts of
water.

21st. Ulcers cleaner, and more healthy-
looking ; bowels open ; pulse tranquil ; no
pain in the tongue ; appetite and general
health much improved. The gargle now
used is a weaker solution.

Sist. Health continues to improve. The
ulcers on the posterior part of the tongue are
perfectly healed, that towards the apex is
fast healing ; tongue not so much swelled, and
less indurated, free from pain ; appetite good ;
swallows and converses without difficulty.

Nov. 6. The induration and thickening
have nearly subsided, and the only remain-
ing ulcer, viz. that on the anterior part of the
tongue, which first formed, is diminished to
less than one-eighth of an inch in circum-
ference.

12th. The treatment which was adopted
in this case at admission, was continued
until a few days since, when the ulcers being
perfectly healed, and the patient thinking
himself quite cured, he left the hospital of
his own accord.

AMPUTATION AT THE SHOULDER JOINT.

On Thursday, Nov. 6, Mr. Tyrrell per-
formed this operation on a boy, about 14

years of age, of rather emaciated appearance,
who was admitted into Jacob’s ward, on the
21st of May, with scrofulous ulcers of the
right arm, and necrosis of the humerus.
The patient was seated on a chair, the arm
being held up by an assistant, nearly at a
right angle with the body, and Mr. Green
standing directly behind, with a key, (the
ring of which had been previously covered
with lint for the purpose,) making pressure,
just above the clavicle, to compress the sub-
clavian artery, where it passes over the first
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rib. The operator, standing at the right’
side of, and rather behind the patient, com-
menced by making an incision, beginning ,,

about opposite the coracoid process of the I
scapula, and continuing it downwards and
’backwards in a curved direction, to about
three inches, below the acromion process.
A second incision was then begun, nearly
opposite the commencement of the first, and
carried downwards and forwards to meet the
former, thus dividing the deltoid muscle,
a little above its insertion, the upper portion
of which was dissected up towards the tip
of the shoulder, forming a half-oval flap ; the
knife was then carried directly into the joint,
dividing the two heads of the biceps, the ten-
dons of the supra spinatus, infraspinatus, te.
res minor, and subscapularis, after which the
humerus was easily dislocated, by depressing
the elbow, and at the same time raising the
head of the bone; the knife was next passed
through the joint, to divide the remainder of
the capsular ligament, &c.; and lastly, the
remaining portion of muscle and integument,
(that in the axilla) was divided, by one
stroke of the knife ; thus completing the
amputation, in exactly one minute and a

quarter from the commencement of the first
incision. Mr. Green appeared, at first, to
have obtained the perfect command of the
artery, but from the boy shrinking down, in
his chair, during the operation, the shoulder
was so much elevated, as entirely to prevent
the key from being pressed on the vessel,
and, consequently, there was a tremendous
gush of blood, when the axillary plexus was
cut through ; but which was quickly stopped,
by JMr. Green grasping the open mouth of
the subclavian artery between his finger and
thumb ; there was, however, a good deal of
difficulty in applying a ligature on it, and a
considerable quantity of blood (probably a
pint) was lost, before this could be effected.
The flap was then brought down over the
glenoid cavity, and secured by sutures ; and
the stump being dressed with lint and adlie-
sive plaster, the patient was removed to his
bed.

.Nov. 7. Had slept comfortably, with lit-
tle or no uneasiness in the stump, and eon-
tinned to do well, without any untoward
symptom, until the evening of the llth of
November, when he started up suddenly in
bed, from alarm at a patient with fever, who
was delirous, in the bed opposite him ; and
immediately profuse haemorrhage came on
from the stump : this the dresser succeeded
in staying, until the arrival of Mr. Tyrrell,
who was immediately sent for, and who (we
understand) was obliged to secure the artery
afresh, but not before a considerable quan-
tity of blood had been lost.

12th. Countenance blanched; pulse 160;
weak and thready. No more limmorrhage
from the wound; bowels were open four

times yesterday, from house medicine la1.en
before the occurrence of the hemorrhage,

Do Tinct. ferri. mur. m xij.
Liquor opii sedativ. m vj.

Stie quaque hora.
Lemonade for drink.

13th. Pulse 100, small and weak, hut
rather less so than yesterday; there is a
slight bloody discharge from the wound;
countenance pallid; two scanty stools. The
medicine to be taken every six hoars, one
egg.14th. Was startled again last night, after
which the sister fancied there was some in.
crease of the discharge, but not sufficient to
be of any great consequence ; pulse rather
improved ; very drowsy the whole day.

Discontinue the medicine.
15th. Pulse 86, fuller, and less weak;

countenance far less pallid, and appears
; cheerful ; slight sanious discharge continues,
i 16th. Wound dressed and looking healthy; g
countenance improved ; bowels regular;
pulse more natural.

18th. Doing well in every respect; had
half an ounce of compound senna minute
last night; bowels open once since.

LITHOTOMY.

On the same day with the above amputa.
tion, Mr. Green performed the operation of
lithotomy, on the man who had been placed
on the table for that purpose the preceding
week. The staff had been introduced before
he was brought into the theatre. The other

steps of the operation were conducted in the
usual manner, and the patient has since
been doing well. (Vide p. 291.)

WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.

POISONING FROM SUPERACETATE OF LEAD,

HANNAH JoNES, a soldier’s wife, aged 28,
who had been an out-patient of this hospital
some weeks with acnepunctata, was brought
in on the night of the 12th of August, suffer-
ing from the effects of a quantity of oxalic
acid and superacetate of lead, which she had
swallowed. It was stated, by her friends,
that she had swallowed the poison about

twenty minutes before ; there were con-
tinual efforts at vomiting, aud much lividity
of countenance. With the aid of Reid’s
pump, the stomach was well washed out

with waim water, until the ablutions were

perfectly clear and insipid. She was thel(pul
to bed; her pulse was exceedingly feeble,
and she appeared dead to all outward
impressions. A quantity of calcined mag.
nesia, mixed in mint-water, was centered
into the stomach. After being in bed about
an hour, irregular spasms of the musciesoc-
curred, especially in the face and neck. When


